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Charles Gustafson, Jr., 159 New Britain Ave., Hartford, Conn.; No. 280, Hamilton Russell,
212 So. Palafox St., Pensacola, Fla.; No. 281, George Wilhelmi, 1001 Monmouth St., Newport,
Ky.; No. 282, George D. Duncan, 514 W. Cedar St., Franklin, Ky.; No. 283, G. E. Porter,
Berea, Ky.; No. 284, W. Scott Taylor, Jr., 11 W. State St., Trenton, N. J.; No. 285, W. M.
Childs, 1016 S. Denver St., El Dorado, Kans.; No. 286, Thomas H. Cappeau, Delaware Ave.
& Dupont St., Wilmington, Del.; No. 287, John H. Weber, Cascade, Iowa; No. 288, Grover
C. Bond, 10th and Broadway, Mt. Vernon, Ill.; No. 289, Herve J. Brunelle, 422 E. School St.,
Woonsocket, R. I.; No. 290, Clare Allan, Wyandotte, Mich.; No. 291, William H. Saunders,
Depot St., Lyndonville, Vt.; No. 292, J. E. Stauffer, 101 Third St., Rifle, Colo.; No. 293, Percy
M. Davis, 1402 Washburn St., Scranton, Pa.; No. 204, N. M, Hunter, 1042 First St., Fort Myers,
Fla.; No. 295, Albert J. Smith, 800 Main St., Bradley Beach, N. J.; No. 296, Rupert R. Town-
send, 130 South 1st St., Lamesa, Texas; No. 207, Carl C. Earl. Lander, Wyo.; No. 298, Lester E.
Bishop, N. Harper St., Laurens, S. C.; No. 289, C. Graham McCloskey, 57 Broad St., Elizabeth,
N. J.; No. 300, Dean B. Crawford, Cor. Florida & Pacific Ave., Atlantic City, N. J.; No. 301, John
E. Guess, Hammond, La.; No. 302, Paul Eckels, Crowley, La.; No. 303, Standish B. King, 370
Grove St., Chicopee Falls, Mass.; No. 304, Angel Perez Andre, Calle 1 f Numero 441 esq a 98,
Vedado, Habana, Cuba; No. 305, Horatio Wales, Jr., Food, Drug and Insecticide Admin., Dept.
Agriculture, Washington, D. C.
The meeting then adjourned.
E.F. Kelly, Secretary.

BOOK NOTICES AND REVIEWS.

Die Riechstoffe und Ihre Derivate. (Odor subtitles are generally included: history, struc-

Bearing Substances and Their Derivatives.)
Unter Mitarbeit von Fachgenossen Heraus-
gegeben von Dir. Alfred Wagner. Erste
Abteilung: Aldehyde der Aliphatischen Reihe.
Bearbeitet von Dir. Alfred Wagner, Chem.
Alfons Burger, Prof. Dr. F. Elze. A. Hartle-
bens Verlag, Wien und Leipzig.

This volume is the first of a promised series
designed to assemble the chemical knowledge
of organic compounds which have proved in-
teresting to the perfumer. Treatment of the
subject matter is extensive and detailed.
Some conception of content and scope may be
conveyed by the following brief description.

Of the 404 pages comprising this book on
the aliphatic aldehydes, 72 are devoted to a
general introduction to the chemical reac-
tions of aldehydes in general and 332 to a
‘“practical section’” which treats the indi-
vidual aldehydes in monographic fashion. The
monograph on citral occupies 108 pages, that
of citronellal 70 pages. It is obvious to which
aliphatic (sub-classified as olefinic) aldehydes
the perfume chemist has hitherto bestowed
most of his creative energy and powers of ob-
servation! Still the space devoted to the
saturated aldehydes, 43 in number, totaled
131 pages, a striking contrast to the few lines
received by a scant half dozen of these alde-
hydes in other treatises a few years ago. The
subject matter presented for each aldehyde
varies greatly of necessity, but the following

ture, occurrence, preparation and production,
physical properties, chemical reactions, de-
rivatives and identification and genetic re-
lationships. Occasionally statements on the
microchemical identification of a given alde-
hyde are reprinted. The sections devoted
to the aldehydes of special importance, par-
ticularly citronellal and citral, are much ex-
panded in comparison with the outline just
sketched. In addition to these same topics,
methods of analysis, commercial production,
purification and the synthesis of numerous
derivatives are given. The subsection on the
higher fatty aldehydes is likewise prefaced
by a description of synthetic methods.

At first thought the reviewer was inclined
to regard the work as representing a modern-
ized version of Semmler’s “Die Aetherischen
Oele.”” However, continued study of the vol-
ume developed the impression that the per-
fume chemist was dominant in the selection
of the material and particularly in the manner
of its presentation. Wagner's style of treat-
ment resembles that of Houben-Weyl (the
volume is dedicated to Prof. J. Houben) in
that the central objective seems to be to charac-
terize each “Riechstoff’ in detail as an or-
ganic chemical and to give exact directions
for its preparation. From this point of view
it is immaterial whether a given substance is
wholly artificial, wholly natural or a hybrid
of these origins, Botanical relationships also
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are relegated to a quite secondary position.
But like Semmler, Wagner has made very
extensive use of schematic tables presenting
chemica] relationships. In fact these tables
are an outstanding feature of the book.
From the above description it is evident
that a group of specialists headed by a Ger-
man technologist has undertaken to condense
another large block of technical information.
Being the product of such an effort ‘““Die
Riechstoffe’”’ will be judged by comparison
with those monumental handbooks which have
been a conspicuous culmination of modern
German scientific culture. To pass a final
judgment on a work of this scope, particularly
with only the first volume at hand, is scarcely
the function of a single critic. Essentially
such publications are extended abstracts of a
specialized literature. Accordingly they are
informative guides to the original publica-
tions and at most a substitute therefore when
the latter are inaccessible to a given investi-
gator. This estimate is not written to dis-
parage the great usefulness of these com-
pendia, but to emphasize the sphere of their
special functions. Handbooks in other fields
have filled a real need. Doubtless this publi-
cation will be of genuine assistance to many
workers in commercial laboratories where the
pressure of daily tasks and the lack of excep-
tional library facilities prohibit extended read-
ing. Being written from an ‘“‘organic’” view-
point, Wagner’s ‘Riechstoffe’’ ought to appeal
more strongly than some other publications
in this field to the professors of organic and
biochemistry in our colleges. The reviewer
commends it to their attention particularly
in the hope that it will contribute to a less
stilted presentation of ‘‘terpene chemistry”
than that offered by current textbooks.
R.E.K.

FORMS OF DIGITALIS MEDICATION.

Digitalis infusion is preferred on the Con-
tinent since an aqueous extraction of digitalis
leaves contains the milder glucosides, 1. e.,
digitalein and gitalin. Stalks and ribs are
poorer in glucosides than the leaf-tissue, so
that a well-mixed powder should be prepared
from the entire leaf. If powdered digitalis
leaves contain more than 5% of moisture, de-
composition through hydrolysis may take
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place; to a far greater extent is this the case
with aqueous solutions where enzymes oxidize
and break up the glucosides. The author dis-
cusses the various forms in which digitalis is
prescribed.

A few of the suggestions made are the fol-
lowing: Digitalis powders should be prepared
freshly to avoid deterioration of the glucosides
through absorption of moisture. The points
of importance in making an infusion of digitalis
are the avoidance of prolonged heating and
filtration through paper, the use of concen-
trated infusions is quite inadmissible. The
excipient for digitalis pills must not contain
water, the most suitable substance being wool
fat. Since it is noted that resorption of digi-
talis takes place in the rectum and that the
dissolved substances are carried straight into
the vena cava superior, thus avoiding the liver,
where far-reaching processes of decomposition
always take place, the rectal method of ad-
ministered digitalis, in the form of suppositories
is highly desirable, and preferable to the intra-
venous route. It is essential, however, that
digitalis preparations for rectal application
be water-soluble and contain all water-soluble
glucosides unchanged. Such a water-soluble
product is obtained by percolation of the
leaves, the percolate is evaporated in vacuo,
and the dry residue is made up with dextrin
or pure glucoside to the original weight of the
digitalis leaves used; after biological testing
and standardization the suppository is made,
with care taken not to heat the theobroma oil
above 40° C. Aqueous digitalis preparations
are the only ones suitable for injection, but
since decomposition of the glucosides takes
place almost immediately, it is necessary to
use a 2-chambered ampul, one containing the
sterile water, the other the residue of the alco-
holic digitalis glucoside solution (alcohol re-
moved); the contents are mixed just before
use.—R. Rapp, Wissensch. Pharm. Rezeptur u.
Defekiur; through Pharm. J., 123 (1929), 369;
442, —]. P.—Squibb Abstract Bulletin.

OMISSIONS FROM THIS NUMBER.

On account of the addresses of the presiding
officers and Association Business it 1is neces-
sary o omit several of the Departments from
this number of the Journal.




